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TOM TURNER 

 
Tom Turner is a Librarian for the Patent and Trademark Resource Center 

Program. Tom joined the USPTO in 2001 having completed five years as the 

PTDL (PTRC) representative at Arizona State University's Noble Science and 

Engineering Library. At ASU, Tom held positions as engineering librarian, 

acting head of science reference, and patent/trademark librarian. From 1998 

to 1999 he was the 16th Fellow to the PTRCP. Previously, he was the librarian 

for the Skidaway Institute of Oceanography in Savannah, Georgia from 1986 

to 1996. Tom has given numerous presentations promoting PTRC services to librarians and inventor 

groups. He served on the editorial board for Science & Technology Libraries from 2002 to 2006. 

 

Tom received the Department of Commerce Bronze Medal Award in 2013. He has a B.S. (Education) and 

an M.L.S. (Library Science), both from Louisiana State University. Tom is a current member of ALA. Tom 

retired from the USPTO in 2016 and returned in 2020. During his “retirement,” he worked for the 

Newseum and as a contractor for U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services.   

 

SARA BUTTS 
 

Sara Butts joined the PTRC Program Office on June 22, 2020 after working for 

Wichita State University as an Engineering, Patents, and Trademarks Librarian 

where she also oversaw the government documents collection. She earned her 

Masters of Library Science in 2016 from Emporia State University and her BA in 

Secondary Education in 2013 from Wichita State University. In her free time, 

Sara reads, plays a variety of board games and video games, explores the D.C. 

metro area, and spends time with her two adopted cats. 

 

 

The PTRC Program: 
 

There are 83 public, academic, state, and special libraries designated as Patent and Trademark Resource 

Centers (PTRCs) throughout the United States. Library staff at these PTRC libraries provide information 

and training to the public about intellectual property concepts and research. Librarians meet with people 

from the community who may be at the beginning of their intellectual property journey, who may be 

advanced researchers, or who may need assistance with historical research. Librarians are there to meet 

the customer where they are at in their journey and our PTRC Program Office team is there to provide 

training and support to librarians on topics of intellectual property research. 

 

Patent Public Search: 
 

The new Patent Public Search tool launched on February 1, 2022 and is available on USPTO.gov. This new 

search tool is a convenient way to search three U.S. patent databases at once and has many features that 

new and regular patent searchers will appreciate. The new tool will replace legacy patent search tools 

PatFT, AppFT, PubEAST, and PubWEST as early as Q3 of FY2022 (estimated). 


